



***A Checklist for Success***

Taking your place as a true scientist includes communicating your findings to others.  A lab report is one way to report these results.

LAB REPORTS ARE USUALLY BROKEN DOWN INTO SECTIONS LIKE THE WRITINGS IN SCIENTIFIC JOURNALS.  THE SECTIONS THAT YOU ARE EXPECTED TO COMPILE ARE:

· Title page

· Introduction and Hypothesis

· Materials and Procedures

· Results (Data Tables, Charts, Graphs, etc.)

· Analysis and Conclusions

RULES FOR WRITING A LAB REPORT:

· Each section starts with the section heading (e.g. Materials and Procedures) centered on the page.

· The sections appear in the order listed above.

· All tables, diagrams, charts, and graphs have been created on the computer or carefully with a ruler and ink.  They should all have descriptive titles. Also, all graphs must have both x and y axis labeled and units given.
· The entire report must be typed with the rough draft completed in class attached to the back.

BELOW IS INFORMATION ON HOW TO WRITE AND WHAT TO INCLUDE IN EACH SECTION OF YOUR LAB REPORT:

· Title Page

· Title of lab report should be in the form of a question (e.g. Which brand of toilet paper is best?) and centered at the top of the page.

· Name, date due, and period should be centered at the bottom of the page.

· Illustrations, graphics, clip art, etc. are permitted as long as they pertain to the subject of the lab.

· Introduction and Hypothesis
· Should be in paragraph form.

· Should answer the question, "What is the purpose of this experiment?"

· Should answer the question, "Why is this experiment important?"

· Should answer the question, "What new information will be learned?"

· Should answer the question, "What are the expected results?"

· The hypothesis should be stated last and must be written as an "If /then" statement.
· Materials and Procedures
· The list of materials used should include how many of every single item used and it must be numbered or bulleted.

· The procedure should be a numbered set of steps that clearly describe the experiment so that another person could carry out the exact same experiment in all details.

· A labeled sketch of the set-up may be included but is not mandatory.

· Results (Data Tables, Charts, Graphs)
· Give the actual results you have found, not what you think you should have found.

· Create labeled data tables to present information.  It should have a clear title.

· Create graphs with all axes and information labeled and a clear title.  These must be made on graph paper or the computer.  There should be a key.

· Analysis
· Should begin with a review of the purpose for doing the experiment and the hypothesis.

· Interprets the data to answer the question posed on the title page.

· Should answer the question, "Did the data support the hypothesis?"

· Explain what the results were from each test.

· Discuss possible sources of error and anything unusual that may have happened that could have effected your results.

· Propose a new experiment that could be done that could further investigate the subject or a similarly related subject.

GRADING RUBRIC – 
***Acquisition of points is based on the correct completion of each section:
· Title Page = 5 pts.

· Introduction and Hypothesis = 10 pts.

· Materials and Procedures = 10 pts.

· Results = 15 pts.

· Analysis = 15 pts.

· Format = 5 pts.


TOTAL POINTS = 60 points

